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“Every HUMAN being has the right to a
decent life, and this is a right that we
must all work for.”
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Prince Talal believed in the importance of education at all its stages. .
UL 0aa Ubjhs ey

Education was an essential part of his reform process; seeking at this stage
to provide educational opportunities for all, regardless of their economic or
social circumstances, which was evident in his establishment of the Arab

Open University. In the depths of man. and between his various twists, we delve into the
secrets of his worlds and live in his memories. From among the times and

which was born from the womb of the princess thought and has today places we draw from the abundance of his great giving, and learn from his

become a leading academic edifice in open education, transcending wisdom and visions that accompany us in our present.

geographical borders, and meeting the needs of learners in the Arab world,

believing that developing societies begins with empowering individuals and This booklet does not narrate in its pages mere tales of legacies, but rather it

providing them with knowledge and skills. is a booklet that reveals the memories of these tales.
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«My foremost concern, which I have strived for since my earliest steps in
life, is to contribute to reform and nation-building, inspired by the approach
of my father, King Abdulaziz—may he rest in peace—who created harmony
between Islamic principles and values and the conditions of modern
civilization.» — Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz.

The life compass of Prince Talal was the character, principles, and thoughts
of King Abdulaziz. He benefited from every moment spent with his father,
listening to his guidance and advice, and analyzing his decisions. He saw
King Abdulaziz as a pure source for those who sought reform and progress,
drawing from him various values and principles. Prince Talal was keen on
listening, learning, and managing dialogue skillfully, emphasizing honesty
and clarity in word and action, striving to emulate his father’s character.

d9adll pjell aic
Abdulaziz, the
Role Model
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Prince Talal's close relationship with his founding father inspired many ideas
and visions that were further enriched by his wide reading and interactions
with intellectuals. For him, human connection was a fundamental point; he
believed that proper communication is the foundation for all improvement
and reform, which cannot be achieved without respect and understanding.

Daily cultural gatherings with intellectuals, writers, and journalists became
a regular habit, whether in his office, at home, over the phone, or through
writing, as well as during his domestic and international travels, where he
met numerous figures.

JKail (yo yaoll aolgliwl wi] yuwgall aallg Jo JUb poil upd wai
Ul radioll allhinlg dcgiioll ailelid vy asal ujjei yull wigylg
9a anll Jolgdl Y gol 3l .a) auuily suwlwi hai wilwll Jolgill
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Ambassador to France
vuwpall yudgl age JUa ,01955/_a1374 wyia wipa wa) dAlooll [paw (ué
UGS

In 1374 AH /1955 AD, Prince Talal was appointed as Saudi Arabia’s

ambassador to France during the presidency of René Coty.

adloll pjg

Minister of Finance
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wpiall & 3] éwadall (Aol wlelll yulaall éwly dulig bubAill wledl
il ggll aauallg lRdl aauwall dewgill Jlocl wle

In 1380 AH /1960 AD, during King Saud's reign, Prince Talal was
appointed Minister of Finance and National Economy. He held several
key roles while in office, including chairing the Supreme Council

for Planning and serving as Vice-President of the Supreme Council
for the Holy Sites. He also supervised the expansion projects of the

Grand Mosque in Mecca and the Prophet's Mosque in Medina.
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Leadership Milestones
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Minister of Transportation
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In his twenties, Prince Talal began his first duties as a supervisor of
royal palaces. He earned the trust of his father, King Abdulaziz, who
appointed him as the Minister of Transportation in 1372 AH /1953 AD.
When the First Council of Ministers Was Formed After the passing of
King Abdulaziz—may he rest in peace—Saudi Arabia's first Council of
Ministers was established during the reign of King Saud. Prince Talal

was appointed to the inaugural cabinet in 1373 AH [ 1954 AD, serving

for two years.

16
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Ambassador of the Saudi Paper Currency
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Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz was a prominent figure in introducing
paper currency in Saudi Arabia. In 1961, the Kingdom issued its first
paper currency, marking a significant advancement in the country’s

financial system

18
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Prince Talal believed in the importance of dialogue and that it should be
a vital cultural behavior. He believed that many aspects of life were open
to debate unless the subject was doctrinal or legal, with texts that were
definitively proven and definitively meaningful, which one would stop at.
Prince Talal always cited the dialogues of King Abdulaziz in his council

among the public and the sheiks, as well as in front of heads of state,
especially the famous meeting that brought him together with US President
Roosevelt, where he was able to convey his point of view and change some
of the president’s convictions thanks to the effective dialogue characterized
by calm and respect.

Prince Talabs interest in dialogue continued until his death - may God
have mercy on him - as his council was dominated by a painting by the
philosopher Voltaire, which says: «l may differ with you in opinion, but | am
prepared to die defending your right to express your opinion.»

JUb 144
Talal thought
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The Independent Commission for International Humanitarian Affairs was
established in 1983 in Geneva, at the initiative of international figures, and its
membership includes Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz- may God have mercy on
him - and several heads of state and international organizations. The annual
conference discusses several issues affecting the humanitarian community.

23
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Intellectual Activities
of Talal
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a2)li 8a)ac Uga oy ynall @llell ¢ia angll vodsll qypell gjall e
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It is the only regional Arab branch in the world that includes several countries
affiliated with the Mentor International Foundation. It was established in
2006, and its main headquarters is located in Lebanon. Mentor Arabia is
concerned with enhancing the Arab worldss ability to confront drug use and
abuse and supports scientific research and the development of effective
prevention programs. His Highness Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz - may God
have mercy on him - was the honorary president. It is a link between the
Arab world and international and UN organizations in the field of combating
the spread of drugs.

awpell OlunAill o aalg4 - alll aany - pjoll ae (u Jb poill calw
i ya dugegillg ducloinll yggull ploialll Ola gjWl dasallellg
v lapdo pdyg ygull aAlo alln lpwip vl dxallell jgiio duwwwgo

an) ayollall a9l 03 yid vy Uiy ilbLi J3)17g oJgpSgiu
Sl Yo sty ageqll iy Slasoll plasiwl sjalls yiols

&lég poly pohig W§gigall vialell dayl acag il (ags wull
el @)l s dlled

Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz - may God have mercy on him - as one of the
prominent Arab and international figures interested in social and awareness
affairs, contributed to the establishment of the Mentor International
Foundation, which is headed by Her Majesty the Queen of Sweden, and

is headquartered in Stockholm. Its activities focus mainly on supporting
global efforts to combat the growing phenomenon of drug use, promoting
awareness and education about the causes that lead to it, supporting
reliable scientific research, and developing effective prevention programs in
the Arab world.
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A global institution established in Washington in 1999; To commemorate

the writer and historian Amin Al-Rihani, who is considered one of the most
prominent thinkers of social and political reform in the twentieth century. Al-
Rihani traveled extensively between Arab and Western countries, including
his trip to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1922. This visit resulted in several
books about the Arabian Peninsula and documented extensive, live, and
direct coverage of the region and its aspirations, including:

His Highness Prince Talal - may God have mercy on him - was the honorary
president of the Amin Al-Rihani Institute, and when members of the Amin
Al-Rihani family asked His Highness to accept the presidency, political and
cultural figures from the United States, France, and Lebanon joined the
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Participation in holding seminars that highlight the intellectual and
civilizational contributions of the writer Amin Al-Rihani, including A scientific
seminar at the American University in Washington entitled «Amin Al-Rihani:
Building Bridges between East and West» in April 2002.

Translating and republishing some of his books about the Arab region,
including the book “History of Najd” and the biography of Abdulaziz Al Saud,
for which Prince Talal wrote an introduction in the fifth edition in 1981.

waill aylraallg ayydall Ololgwll i vl Olgaill doldl wia &4)lixall
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Technical legacy
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Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz - may God have mercy on him - was known for

his love of modern technology and following its latest developments. The
first thing that caught his attention was wireless communication devices
which reflected his great interest in communication. He was keen to acquire
various devices that crossed borders and the desert to connect him with
others inside and outside the Kingdom. His call sign was (HZITA).
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Homeland First

wupoll wjaill dwjao Jgi yuuwi

He established the first school for vocational training.

WUl v Oyl pulel dulal dwjao Jgi yuw
He established the first private school for girls’ education in Riyadh.
:d0ginll W] dojdall 880 wvia jalil liacl né wagi
Gl s Jai awny

He donated the Saffron Palace in Al-Zaher in Makkah Al-
Mukarramah to the government: to become the first college for boys.

sl (e
The incubator of humanity

Ulha aitin aio -alll aon-JUb polll yuai yia puall 6)a jalgy Oiy
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Bl aidai vle dwljall gbgll clui

The seeds of goodness began to appear in the soul of Prince Talal - may God
have mercy on him - since his childhood. He loved goodness and devoted
his time and effort to helping others. When he was sixteen years old, during
his visit to the city of Taif in the summer, he provided a large sum of money
to build a school and continued after that to send a number of the sons of
the homeland to study at his own expense.

32
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Prince Talal’s charitable work continued with his honorary presidency of:

#all ya poinallg Guull wbl dyagewll dueoall
©1991\_a1411 olc ya Cuuwl yill
Saudi Society of Family and Community Medicine
in Al-Khobar. Established in 1411 AH\1991

"Ugl aojilio "Urallg auyll assgmull asonll Y |6

198\_al418 olc Cuwwl il Ul ya

Saudi Society for Education and Rehabilitation
‘Down Syndrome” in Riyadh, which was established
in 1418 AH\199.
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Visually Impaired Service Center (Ebsar), based
in Jeddah Governorate (founding member and
honorary president).
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The first UNICEF envoy.

Prince Talabs charitable efforts locally and in adopting some international
initiatives caught the attention of the international community, and they
saw in this activity a qualitative distinction, which contributed to his selection
as the first UN Special Envoy for the United Nations Childrerss Fund (UNICEF)
in 1400 AH /1980 AD, which is an international organization that works in 190
countries and regions to save the lives of children, defend their rights and
help them realize their potential.

Talal bin Abdulaziz- may God have mercy on him - contributed during

his work with UNICEF to nearly 50 global charitable projects, including
financial support and support in the field of training, empowerment, and
development, targeting 4 different sectors (health, private development,
institutional building, education), and provided charitable service support in
its various forms to millions of mothers and children, deprived populations,
population and health workers, school students, working women, rural
residents, flood and torrent victims, earthquake victims, war victims, victims
of violence, newborn children, orphans and those with chronic diseases.

These services included: Nearly 70 countries and cities in five continents.
One of the most prominent services that Talal contributed to was what was
mentioned at the 40th-anniversary celebration of the founding of UNICEF
that %95 of the children of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia were immunized
against diseases thanks to the advanced health care efforts provided by
the state and to which Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz devoted great effort in
providing material and moral support. Talabs mission ended in 1405 AH
/1984 AD with a generous conclusion that reflects his giving personality,

as he presented UNICEF with his private plane, a Douglas DCC, which the
organization keeps to this day in its private museum.
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UNESCO>s First
Envoy for Water.

Prince Talabs distinction in international positions continued
when he was selected in December 2002 as the first

UNESCO Envoy for Water. This selection was due to his great
achievements in supporting water projects through the Arab
Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND), and because he
is a leading global figure in the fields of culture, thought, and
development.

Prince Talalbs work at UNESCO was not limited to water
affairs only, but included many areas of cooperation, as he
implemented action plans in more than 88 countries, based
on the principles of efficiency, progress, and development.
His efforts over 15 years also resulted in the implementation
of major projects in education and literacy, promoting
social development for people with disabilities and the
visually impaired, in addition to cooperation in the fields of
communications and information technology and others.

Uodul dgeio Jal
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The Arab Gulf Program for
Development (AGFUND,).

It was established in 1400 AH /1980 AD on the initiative of Prince Talal bin
Abdulaziz, may God have mercy on him, and with the support of the leaders
of the Kingdom and the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, to support
development projects in developing countries, targeting all ssgments of
society without discrimination, and demonstrating the Gulf participation in
advancing the wheel of development in the Third World through an effective
partnership with international, regional and national UN and development
organizations, government agencies, the private sector, and civil society.

The program also provided various aids on all continents, through 450 local
and international partnerships, in addition to more than 140 Arab civil society
organizations. This aid reached the beneficiary groups in 133 countries, in
which more than 1626 projects were implemented to serve women and
children, including 638 projects for United Nations organizations supported
by the Arab Gulf Program for Development (AGFUND), and the value of the
aid amounted to more than 345 million US dollars.
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Arab Women»s Center for Training and Research (KAWTAR). 0
N v
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Ogg Olwla - Buyai Gljga ol abio g0 Arsliul Sy ald07\C1987 ole uutaoll UMM gugis st
(«@uuigyl) algabll aniall
- The center was established in 1993/1413. ;

+ Self-education. 4ga ]3 wa ddj e
« Gender equality. dlgahll hlkhé wa édualoll dgadl pjell arc dlall gjila vle b o
« Training courses. (2017) yuypall (bgll va éuaiillg

« Studies and research.

algahll Joduiy anlll éigadlg olalgall go wasll jani «

« The Council was established in 1987 AD/1407 AH in strategic partnership with
the United Nations Childrenss Fund (UNICEF).

» Implemented in 13 countries.

+ Received the King Abdulaziz Award for Scientific Research on Childhood
and Development Issues in the Arab World (2017).

« Published many books and research related to childhood affairs.
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Arab Network for Non-Governmental Organizations — ~ #=ss=a™
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2
& " ' - It started with an initiative in 1409 AH/1989 AD and then the network was
{

announced under establishment and officially announced in 1423 AH/2002 AD.
+ Local and international communication

« Training courses

» Research and publications

+ Annual reports
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Talal's Dream - Arab Open University

syl & 033 a3 yuf5 ) w sy elisil ol Lok
duwgo cliwi] ap 20 (-0 2 2)f acdaa & syl Lilleaino pighig
- alll a_ony -age_w I jujoll e gu JUb ol gl 2 al a_rodos
U—c bl o) 292 gl ag18 Y2 ol il 6l ooy
A dngidoll dypell deolall Uald 1A Aag gl gi Lualoall

Ul 3¢ g o Ll oy - L6g 60plo 618) 2wy v ouls

Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud—may he rest in peace—dedicated
his life to the betterment of Arab societies. His vision extended
beyond merely establishing an educational institution; he
dreamed of making education accessible to all, without restrictions
or boundaries, regardless of geography or circumstances. Thus,

the Arab Open University was born, representing an educational
edifice that embodies an inspiring vision and a heart beating with

aspirations for a better tomorrow.
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THE UNIVERSITY OFFERS DISTINGUISHED AND INNOVATIVE ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS, RELYING ON THE LATEST METHODS OF OPEN AND FLEXIBLE
EDUCATION, OPENING DOORS OF HOPE AND KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL WHO
SEEK A BETTER FUTURE. IT IS NOT MERELY AN INSTITUTION; IT IS THE DREAM
HE TIRELESSLY PURSUED, LEAVING AN INDELIBLE MARK ON THE PRESENT AND
FUTURE OF THE ARAB NATION.
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PRINCE TALAL BIN ABDULAZIZ'S DREAM OF UNITING ARABS THROUGH
EDUCATION MANIFESTED IN HIS VISION FOR THE ARAB OPEN UNIVERSITY.
HE BELIEVED THAT EDUCATION IS THE FOUNDATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND

PROGRESS, AN EFFECTIVE MEANS TO UNIFY ARAB PEOPLES AND STRENGTHEN

THEIR IDENTITY. THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY.
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IN 1996, WHEN PRINCE TALAL LAUNCHED HIS UNIQUE INITIATIVE, HE WAS
DRIVEN BY THE BELIEF THAT KNOWLEDGE IS A RIGHT FOR EVERYONE AND
THAT LIFELONG LEARNING IS THE MOST VITAL MEANS FOR ACHIEVING
SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. TODAY, WE SEE HIS DREAM REALIZED,
AS THE UNIVERSITY CONTRIBUTES TO BUILDING AN EDUCATED, AWARE
GENERATION CAPABLE OF FACING CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES.
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Graduates Students
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HE SOUGHT TO PROVIDE OUTSTANDING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL, EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS TO ACHIEVE THEIR
ASPIRATIONS AND CONTRIBUTE TO BUILDING THEIR COMMUNITIES.

HIS GOAL WAS FOR THE UNIVERSITY TO BE A PLATFORM THAT
BRINGS TOGETHER STUDENTS FROM VARIOUS ARAB COUNTRIES TO
EXCHANGE KNOWLEDGE AND CULTURES, ENHANCING COOPERATION
AND COMMUNICATION AMONG THEM, THUS CONTRIBUTING TO THE
REALIZATION OF THE DESIRED ARAB UNITY.

52



Il

il H

- )
m i

*
®

]
»*
]

wlal dil

55

15
[]
TTH I

]
“c

HAE =l

I

Oljlall ple
Crossing Continents

U—u La_iio el claji phwo JUb 1ol JLa aclw 972 JUa
lpilaw Jlgai uvile Lelhog Lpydaog lgilwgp Ludilo Lganlge
Lol dol dun éopall Jlaclllg adluwill Lbal & o1 i go
JUag lb_da jg i aiw Jua clg 2l yra dcluw 972 v na Lo
U Juiadl yuw vde Lpra ogow Jlj 02002 - 01980 olc ()0 62 oll

Wl Yygall pnall

Throughout 972 hours, Prince Talal traveled extensively across the world,
visiting various capitals and meeting with their leaders and thinkers. He
aimed to understand the conditions of their inhabitants to better serve
humanitarian causes and charitable work. This effort peaked when he
spent 972 hours in the air within just six months! Between 1980 and 2002, His
Highness visited several countries, including but not limited to the following:
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Messages From and To Talal
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Enduring Contribution
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Before his passing, Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz—may he rest in peace—was keen to
allocate one-third of his wealth to «Talal Charity,» which aims to provide support in
various fields, including education, health, and assistance to those in need. These
initiatives reflect his humanitarian vision and his pioneering role in charitable work,
continuing to make a positive impact on communities even after his departure.
This decision underscores his deep commitment to social responsibility and his
ongoing support for projects that enhance human development and contribute to
improving the lives of communities. His charitable work is embodied in the «Talal
Charity Foundation,» which seeks to offer support across multiple areas, including
education, health, and aid for underprivileged groups. All these initiatives mirror
his humanitarian vision and leadership in charitable activities, ensuring a lasting
positive effect on societies even after he is gone.
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All of Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz's endeavors continue beyond his death, as he left
behind a rich legacy of initiatives and projects that maintain their impact. The Arab
Gulf Programme for Development (AGFUND) continues to support development
projects in developing countries, while «Talal Charity» and Talal Endowments persist
in providing assistance to those in need and promoting education and healthcare.
The Arab Open University remains an educational beacon that empowers Arab
youth to access higher education.

All of these institutions embody his humanitarian vision and commitment to
sustainable development, ensuring that his positive impact on communities
endures long after his passing.
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Conclusion

We conclude this booklet with feelings of deep gratitude and appreciation,
recognizing that no matter how beautiful the words may be, they remain
insufficient to express the profound humanitarian role embodied by His
Highness Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz—may he rest in peace. His life was too
deep to be confined within a limited framework, and his impact on our
hearts is greater than words alone can describe.

This shared journey has taken us into the depths of an inspiring experience,
allowing us to see Prince Talal from a perspective that transcends material
achievements, reaching into his humanitarian role that permeated every
aspect of his life.

Prince Talal was not just a leader or a figure of accomplishments; he was a
symbol of noble humanitarian efforts, leaving a lasting impact on everyone
he interacted with, carrying within his journey a spirit of giving and humanity.
With each page of this booklet, our sense of belonging and pride has been
strengthened, and this experience has made us realize that we are part of a
journey rich in initiatives and noble values.

Working on this booklet has added great value to us, as we sincerely sought
to present the essence of Prince Talal's character as we perceived it and to
share his unique story with the world, making this work a source of inspiration
for all who read it.
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